
Missions Emphasis Weekend 2009
by Melody Mayer

Every year my church (Calvary Bible Church of Mount Joy) 
has a missions emphasis weekend. This year’s theme was 
Ordinary People–Extraordinary Impact. This theme fit the 
weekend very well as the missionaries who were there all 
represented local ministries and they all lived in the local area. I think it was 
really incredible how God allowed us to show how He can use ordinary 
people right in their own backyard to impact lives for eternity.
I really appreciated being able to share with my local church what God is 
allowing BVI to do through ordinary people. I gave several updates on what 
Bible Visuals International has gone through these last few years and how 
God has used it to bring glory to His name. I even had several people ask 
what they could do to help volunteer with BVI. 
I hope that many people who go to my church will realize that God can use 
us even when it seems we do not have a lot to offer. I believe that if you give 
yourself to God, He will use you to bring glory to Himself. I did not know how 
I would be able to share as I’m not comfortable with talking out loud to many 
people. But I believe that God was able to use me because I was open to 
what He wanted me to do. If you are open to His promptings, you can do 
His will. It may not always be speaking to other people; but God will use 
whatever we can give. We are all ordinary people. It just depends on how we 

respond to God’s calling as to the 
impact that will be made on those 
around us. 
Please pray that the staff at Bible 
Visuals International will continue 
to answer God’s call and impact 
the world around them. Please 
pray that God will use you to His 
honor and glory and to impact those 
around you as He desires.

A Word from
the President
In view of 
the current 
economic crisis, I
think it is appro-
priate that we 
touch on the 
impact this crisis
is having on many lives, including
God’s children. My mind immediately 
goes to the book of Romans where God 
proclaims of sinful man: “Professing to 
be wise, they become fools” (Romans 
1:22). God goes on to condemn their 
unrighteousness, maliciousness, deceit 
and evil-mindedness.
Greed drove the “wise men of Wall 
Street” to leverage their businesses 
far beyond reason. On the national 
news a reporter from the New York 
Times stated that while most banks 
leverage $10 for each dollar in 
assets, Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac 
were leveraging 100 to 1 and AIG up 
to 170 to 1. The wise men of Wall 
Street became foolish. Bernie Madoff 
became the example in displaying the 
unrighteousness of greed, cheating 
investors out of billions of dollars, 
while showing not an ounce of 
remorse. At the same time, a group of 
people in the investment community 
maneuvered to obtain their million-
plus dollar bonuses when many 
of these very same people were 
responsible for bringing the world 
financial system to its knees. Not only 
that, some members of Congress, 
who were equally responsible for the 
mess we are in now, sit as judges.

As Christians, the current crisis brings 
credibility to the fact that God’s Word 
is true. We banned God from our 
schools and government and now reap 
what we have sown. In many areas of 
our lives integrity and morality have 
disappeared. We are witnessing what 
could be the dress rehearsal for the 
total collapse of the world economic 
system as prophesied in the 18th 
chapter of Revelation.
In the interim, many Christians have 
been impacted as they see the loss of 
value in their homes and investments. 
As a result, many Christian ministries 
have seen a drop in support as people 
struggle to put food on the table and 
meet their financial obligations. We at 
BVI appreciate the extreme pressure 
many of God’s people are experiencing. 
We are reminded of God’s many 
promises concerning His children and 
His work. Our prayer is that God will 
provide your every need as well as 
the needs of BVI and other faithful 
ministries during these difficult times.
As we see a world spinning out of 
control, we are reminded of that well 
loved hymn, Our Redemption Draweth 
Nigh. In the meantime, we continue our 
ministry to win young people to Christ. 
We encourage you to join with us 
through your prayers and your support 
as God provides.

Intercessor
SPRING 2009

—Mike Battaglia,
BVI Board President

Ministry Department News
by Yuko Willoughby

In March, Betty Black, 
Bryan Willoughby and I 
had the opportunity to do a 
program on Four Seasons 

of Japan at the Millersville Bible Church. 
Over 30 children came to this meeting. 
In the Spring room, Betty taught a Bible 
lesson on Creation and Shintoism. In the 
Summer room, kids got to wear Ukata. In 
the Fall room, children made bento box 

crafts. And in the 
Winter room, they heard Bryan’s adventure story in 
Japan. 
The two hours of teaching time went by quickly 
because of the wonderful kids and great helpers. 
My prayer is that these children will continue to 
learn God’s truth and share the good news with 
many people in the world. 
Upcoming events:

May 1, 3: Grace Point Church
June 7: Reinholds United Zion Church

These children enjoyed trying out 
traditional Japanese clothing (Ukata).

Betty leads the Bible lesson.

   

BVI’s 50th Anniversary Celebration Banquet
The date has been set for BVI’s 50th Anniversary Celebration Banquet, to be held 

on October 24, 2009 at the Lancaster Evangelical Free Church in Lititz. If you live in, or 
are going to be visiting the Lancaster County, PA, area, why not mark your calendar now 
and plan to attend? Invitations will be mailed out in June, 2009.

Be on the lookout for additional details. We will continue to post information on our 
Web site, as well as include updates in the next edition of the Intercessor.



Production Department News by Patti Pope
Going to Press:

OT Volumes 9 & 10 The Tabernacle Part 1 & 2
OT Volume 11 Sin; OT Volume14 Death
Doctor in the Pygmy Forest
Great Is Thy Faithfulness

Works in Progress:
Walking Umbrella/Antonio of Brazil: colorization by Melody is progressing
Whiter than Snow: nearing completion by Yuko
Ly Huy’s Escape: Finish components for the correlated CD
Doming, the Popsicle Boy: Review questions and activities developed by 

Kristin Mayer need to be typeset, and teaching manuscript proofed
Blessed Be the Name: In February, the BVI Board gave approval for 
 former staff Artist, Linda McInturff, to finalize the new illustrations for this 

popular hymn. 
Princess Little Feather/

God’s Warrior: Yuko is 
adding color to the line

 drawings created by 
Johanna Gingrich. Bryan 
Willoughby is finalizing the 
story text and developing  
review questions and stu-
dent activities.

Walking God’s Trail: Debby 
Saint hopes to complete  
her illustrations by the end 
of June. Student activities 
and review questions need 
to be developed before this 
story can go to press.

Miracle for Samuelito and 
Secret in the Woods: 
Develop correlated CDs.

B
V

I 
P

ra
ye

r 
C

a
rd

 S
p

ri
n

g
 ô0

9
W

hy
 n

ot
 c

ut
 t

hi
s 

ou
t 

&
 p

la
ce

 in
 y

ou
r 

Bi
bl

e?

Join BVI’s Electronic Prayer Chain
Would you like to receive prayer requests/praise updates via e-mail? They are sent out every month or two. Please e-mail us at 
info@biblevisuals.org, to be included on this list. Please note that BVI is committed to protecting your privacy. We DO NOT sell, rent or 
share your address information with ANY other organization. You can also check out BVI’s Prayer Closet on our Web site.

Translation 
Updates

BVI’s Project 2017 has really taken 
off this year. We were contacted by 
Harold S, who is spearheading an effort 
to get all of BVI’s visualized Bible lessons 
translated into ALL of the languages 
(21 plus English and French!) spoken 
in India, then printed–a mammoth 
undertaking. Some volumes have 
already been translated in some of the 
languages, but several new languages 
are being considered. We have also 
been contacted by missionaries serving 
in Turkey and Mongolia.

Other Projects:
Amharic: Exploring God’s Word by 

Bekele G, in Canada
Mandarin: Various Visualized Bible 

volumes by Nancy, worker with 
Ambassadors for Christ

Mongolian: Various visualized 
Bible Lessons by Daniel E, a 
missionary in Mongolia (tentative)

Spanish: NT Volume 25 by Kenneth 
K, a missionary in Barcelona, 
Spain

Spanish: Forever Changed by the 
Book, Roy J, a missionary in 
Madrid, Spain

Turkish: Pilgrim’s Progress, 
Exploring God’s Word by Darlene 
B, missionary in Smyrna, Turkey 
(tentative)

BVI’s new Web site is now online. Why not visit 
us at www.biblevisuals.org? Be sure to check 
out the News and Events link as well as the BVI 
Prayer Closet as these are frequently updated.
Mark, our IT wizard, will be adding several 

slide shows, as well as 
developing the new Kid 
Zone. Patti is still adding 
pages to the Look Inside 
feature (the old “Extra Site”) 
which gives browsers the 
opportunity to preview the 
illustrations in our materials. 
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Return Service Requested


